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independence. Sometimes a few basic serv-
ices or programs, such as adult day care or
adequate nutrition, are all that is necessary
to allow seniors with limited resources to
continue living in their homes and commu-
nities. Without the OAA, too many older
Americans would have no choice but to turn
to long-term care facilities to get the help
they need. This harms those who would like
to remain in their communities, significantly
draining our nation’s limited resources.

No political party gains—and all Ameri-
cans lose—when we fail to work together to
pass a bipartisan reauthorization of the OAA.
I am committed to working with you to reau-
thorize this critically important legislation.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Telecommunications Services
Payments to Cuba
October 8, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
This report is submitted pursuant to

1705(e)(6) of the Cuban Democracy Act of
1992, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6) (the ‘‘CDA’’), as
amended by section 102(g) of the Cuban Lib-
erty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104–
114 (March 12, 1996), 110 Stat. 785, 22
U.S.C. 6021–91 (the ‘‘LIBERTAD Act’’),
which requires that I report to the Congress
on a semi-annual basis detailing payments
made to Cuba by any United States person
as a result of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services authorized by this sub-
section.

The CDA, which provides that tele-
communications services are permitted be-
tween the United States and Cuba, specifi-
cally authorizes the President to provide for
payments to Cuba by license. The CDA
states that licenses may be issued for full or
partial settlement of telecommunications
services with Cuba, but may not require any
withdrawal from a blocked account. Follow-
ing enactment of the CDA on October 23,

1992, a number of U.S. telecommunications
companies successfully negotiated agree-
ments to provide telecommunications serv-
ices between the United States and Cuba
consistent with policy guidelines developed
by the Department of State and the Federal
Communications Commission.

Subsequent to enactment of the CDA, the
Department of the Treasury’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC) amended the
Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R.
Part 515 (the ‘‘CACR’’), to provide for spe-
cific licensing on a case-by-case basis for cer-
tain transactions incident to the receipt or
transmission of telecommunications between
the United States and Cuba, 31 C.F.R.
515.542(c), including settlement of charges
under traffic agreements.

The OFAC has issued eight licenses au-
thorizing transactions incident to the receipt
or transmission of telecommunications be-
tween the United States and Cuba since the
enactment of the CDA. None of these li-
censes permits payments to the Government
of Cuba from a blocked account. For the pe-
riod January 1 through June 30, 1998,
OFAC-licensed U.S. carriers reported pay-
ments to the Government of Cuba in settle-
ment of charges under telecommunications
traffic agreements as follows:

AT&T Corporation (formerly,
American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company) ........................ $12,795,658

AT&T de Puerto Rico ................... 292,229
Global One (formerly, Sprint In-

corporated) ................................. 3,075,733
IDB WorldCom Services, Inc.

(formerly, IDB Communica-
tions, Inc.) .................................. 4,402,634

MCI International, Inc. (formerly,
MCI Communications Corpora-
tion) ............................................. 8,468,743

Telefonica Larga Distancia de
Puerto Rico, Inc ......................... 129,752

WilTel, Inc. (formerly, WilTel
Underseas Cable, Inc.) .............. 4,983,368

WorldCom, Inc. (formerly, LDDS
Communications, Inc.) .............. 5,371,531

Total ................................ 39,519,648
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I shall continue to report semiannually on
telecommunications payments to the Gov-
ernment of Cuba from United States per-
sons.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 8, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 9.

Remarks Honoring the National
Association of Police Organizations’
‘‘Top Cops’’
October 9, 1998

Tom, I accept the deal. [Laughter] Thank
you for your work, on behalf of the law en-
forcement officers of our country. I want to
thank Bob Scully as well, the executive direc-
tor of NAPO. Thank you, Madam Attorney
General, for all the support you have given
to local law enforcement for 6 years now.
I want to thank the Top Cops, their families,
and their friends who are here. And I’d like
to thank the Members of Congress who are
here, supporters of law enforcement all: Sen-
ator Robb, Congresswoman Harman, Con-
gresswoman McCarthy, Congressman
Rogan, and Congressman Torres, who’s here
with some of his family. We’re delighted to
see all of you.

I’d like to say a special word of apprecia-
tion to those of you who brought your fami-
lies and the children here as a clear reminder
to us of what we’ve really come to honor
today.

This July, just a mile from here in the Cap-
itol Rotunda, I had the sad responsibility as
President to honor the courage and the sac-
rifice of the two officers, J.J. Chestnut and
Detective John Gibson, who were killed be-
cause they literally threw themselves be-
tween an assassin’s bullets and innocent by-
standers. They gave their lives to defend our
freedom’s house. The men and women we
honor here today put on their badges every
day, prepared to make the same kind of sac-
rifice in their own communities. They are
true American heroes. They have done aston-
ishing acts of humanity and heroism, from
crossing the line of fire to rescue wounded

fellow officers to confronting criminals
armed with assault weapons and body armor,
to nursing a seriously injured neighbor back
to health, to breaking in on a person with
a bomb that was partially activated and, thank
God, did not go up and blow them all away.
And one of these officers, shot 4 times him-
self, including twice, one in the neck and
once in the head, maintained his conscious-
ness enough to save the life of a cab driver
when the person who shot him had a gun
at his head.

These stories of all these people are lit-
erally breathtaking. I hope that the members
of the media who are here today who are
covering this will find the time to read the
specific cases of those whom we honor today
and tell their stories across America. The
story of the brave officer from New Hamp-
shire who dealt with that terrible tragedy and
the story of the officers from north Holly-
wood, because of the volume of fire that was
involved in their incident, have been told be-
yond the borders of their States. But all these
stories deserve to be told, and I hope they
will be, because we honor here today, as I
say again, both the heroism and the humanity
that reflect the best of good, professional law
enforcement.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to our
Nation’s police officers, and for 6 years we
have worked, as Tom said and as the Attor-
ney General noted, to give our law enforce-
ment officers the tools they need to succeed
at their jobs. We have worked to take back
our streets from crime and violence with a
comprehensive plan based on what law en-
forcement said we should be doing: new pen-
alties on our books that were tough when
they should be tough; efforts to help keep
young people out of trouble in the first place;
efforts to keep guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals; and most of all, efforts to put 100,000
more police on our streets.

Six years ago there were many Americans
who believed that a rising crime rate was a
problem that would be with us always. Today,
because of efforts like those whom we honor,
we have the lowest level of crime in 25 years.
Respect for the law is on the rise. Our Na-
tion’s law enforcement officers are at the very
center of this effort. They are cracking down
on gun traffickers. They are working to keep
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